GOTHIC ASSAILED
The ancient Greek & Roman Architecture answer ail
the Perfections required in a faultless and accomplished
Building; such as for so many Ages were so renowned
and reputed by the universal Suffrages of the civilised
World, and would doubtless have still subsisted, & made
good their Claim, and what is recorded of them ; had not
the Goths, Vandals, and other barbarous Nations, sub-
verted and demolished them, together with that glorious
Empire, where those stately and pompous Monuments
stood; introducing in their stead, a certain fantastical
and licentious Manner of Building, which we have since
called Modern or Gothick. Congestions of heavy, dark,
melancholy, and monkish Piles, without any just Propor-
tion, Use or Beauty, compared with the truly ancient; so
as when we meet with the greatest Industry, and expen-
sive Carving, full of Fret and lamentable Imagery;
sparing neither of Pains not Cost; a judicious Spectator
is rather distracted or quite confounded, than touched
with that Admiration, which results from the true and just
Symmetry, regular Proportion, Union, and Disposition;
and from the great and noble Manner in which the
august and glorious Fabricks of the Ancients are executed.
It was after the Irruption & Swarms of those truculent
People from the North; the Moors and Arabs from the
South and East, over-running the civilised World; that
where-ever they fixed themselves, they soon began to
debauch this noble and useful Art; when instead of those
beautiful Orders, so majestical & proper for their Stations,
becoming Variety, and other ornamental Accessories;
they set up those slender and misshapen Pillars, or rather
Bundles of Staves and other incongruous Props, to
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